
DISCOVERING  
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP





WELCOME to our seminar.
This class is designed to introduce you to our church family.

The New Testament simply assumes that after a decision for Christ,  the new believer 
will be baptised and join in with the local Christian family (Church).  Identifying yourself 
with a Church in this way has been formalised into Church Membership. 

You might ask why we need to have a formal membership. Why not just include every 
Christian who walks in the door?

1. Legal reasons. The law of our land needs to know who makes up the Church for
such things as property decisions and many more.

2. Public	affirmation	of	your	call.	We	don’t	just	think	its	missionaries	who	get	a	call
but	every	Christian.	If	this	is	where	Christ	has	led	you	to	serve	and	belong	then	it’s
encouraging to all to have that stated.
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THE IDENTITY OF THE CHURCH

There	are	many	images	portrayed	of	the	church	in	the	New	Testament.		For	example	it’s	
the body of Christ. How many others can you think of?

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

At Mosaic Baptist we are seeking to highlight the concept of the Church as a: 

___________________________________________________________________________

“Now you are no longer strangers to God and foreigners to heaven,  
but you are members of God’s very own family, citizens of God’s country, 

and you belong in God’s household with every other Christian.”: 
(Eph 2:19 LB) + Rom 8:14-17

• God is our  ____________________________________________  (Lord)

• We are his   ____________________________________________  (Disciples)

• We are brothers and sisters together in his  ___________________________ (Church)

a) A family can be both  __________ and _____________

• 	As	members	of	God’s	extended	family	we	have	relatives	living	all	over	the	world.

•  We are also members of a local family who live together and are committed and
responsible to each other.
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THE PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH FAMILY  

A) Celebrate	God’s	presence	-	WORSHIP

B) Demonstrate	God’s	love	 -	MINISTRY

C) Communicate	God’s	word	-	EVANGELISM

D) Educate	God’s	people	 -	TEACHING

These are the 4 elements of being a disciple.

The beliefs of the Baptist Association family - what we 
believe. 

(see our Constitution for our Mosaic wording) 

a. The nature and unity of God

b. The deity and humanity of Christ

c. The Holy Spirit

d. The divine inspiration of the Scriptures

e. The sinfulness of man

f. Christ’s	atonement	for	the	sin	of	man

g. The work of the Holy Spirit in salvation

h. The Church

i. The baptism of believers only by immersion

j. The communion

k. The return of the Lord Jesus Christ

l. The resurrection of the dead

m. Rewards and punishment in a future state.

5



The Structure of the Church  - how does it run? 
- what makes it tick?

a) Our authority is the  _______________________________________________________

“All Scripture is given by the inspiration of God and is useful for teaching, 
 rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.”  (2 Tim. 3:16)

• The Bible is our manual for living, both personally and as a church.

• Above all other authority or manual, the bible stands alone.

b) We are ______________________________________________ each church makes
it’s	own	decisions.

“Christ is the head of the body, the church… so that in 
everything He might have the supremacy.”  (Col. 1 :18)

• Christ is the head, not any person, group or religious organisation.

• Each local Baptist church is self governing under the headship of Christ.

• We also relate to other churches through the:
-  Regional Association
-  State and National Baptist Association

c) We are governed by the  ___________________________________________________

Rather than have outsiders making our decisions, rather than be directed in all 

things by a single leader,  the ultimate search to know Godēs mind rests with the 

Church members.  A minimum of two meetings a year are held to discuss, listen 

and vote on important matters.

-
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MEMBERSHIP MEANS COMMITMENT

Membership is a sign of _____________________________________

We live in a world today where many are content to remain uncommitted to anything, 
whether it be marriage, a job or even the long term good of our country. Many 
Christians in our consumer society are shopping around for a bargain church that will 
give them maximum enjoyment for minimal commitment. Church membership therefore 
swims against the current of a self oriented society.

Christ is committed to the   __________________________________

“Christ loved the church and gave himself up for it” (Eph. 5:25)

If Jesus was prepared to give up his own life for the church then it must be worth being 
committed to.

Being committed to the church means being:

1. Committed to unity.

“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth 
so that you have sincere love for your brothers,  

love one another deeply from the heart.”  (1 Pet 1:22)

2. Committed to ministry.

By __________________  and _______________   my gifts and talents.

“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others…” (1 Peter 4:10)
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3. Committed to Prayer

A commitment to pray for our  ______________________________

A commitment to pray for our neighbours

4. Committed to Giving

Giving is part of  ___________________________ God  ___________________________

“On the first day of every week, set aside 
some of what you have earned and give it as an offering.  

The amount depends on how much the Lord has helped you  earn “  
1 Cor. 16:2 (LB)

2. Giving draws me  _______________________________________ to God

“Where your treasure is, there your heart is also.”  Matt. 6:21.

The Vision of our Church.

Equipping ordinary people for God's extraordinary mission.

How will we do this?

By putting the mission of God in the hands of ordinary people (discipleship).
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Eligibility for Membership

We welcome those who

• Accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour

• Hold to the doctrines, objects and practice of this church as set forth in 
thisconstitution.

• Commit	to	participate	in	the	life	of	this	church.

• Have made a public profession of faith in Jesus Christ, normally 
throughbelievers’	baptism	by	immersion”.

“It’s	usual	for	people	to	have	declared	their	faith	by	being	baptised	as	a	believer	by	
immersion. 

     However consideration for membership will also be given to believers who…  have 
not been Baptised as a believer by immersion… providing that they have made a public 
profession	of	faith	in	Jesus	Christ,”	and	affirm	our	statement	of	faith.
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THE STRATEGY OF OUR CHURCH

The strategy of our church is designed to disciple people towards conversion and to 
disciple people after conversion. None of us ever stop this journey with Christ till we join 
him in heaven.

We	encourage	each	person	to	journey	by	engaging	with	five	discipleship	decisions

1. Decision to accept Christ
• Conversion

2. Decision of deep conviction
• Baptism
• Mentoring
• Worship Services

3. Decision to join community
• Membership
• Life Group
• Join a ministry
• Financial Giving

4. Decision to serve
• Identify Gifts
• Use gifts in leadership
• Training

5. Decision to Disciple
• Discipleship Huddles
• Mentoring others
• Missional Communities
• Bible Discovery Method

If this is a challenge that excites you and you would like to contribute to, if this is what 
you think brings honour to God, come and join us. 
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